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The Commission opened an investigation in June 2015 because it had concerns about clauses included
in Amazon's e-books distribution agreements that could have breached EU antitrust rules. These
clauses,sometimes_referred to as "most-favoured-nation" clauses, required publishers to offer @Amazon)
similar (or better)as those offered tq(Tftg¥eompetitors and/orfo inform Amazon
about more favourable or alternative terms given to Amazon's competitors. The clauses covered not

only price but many aspects that a competitor can use to differentiate itself from Amazon, such as an
alternative business (distribution) model, an innovative e-book or a promotion.

The Commission considered that such clauses could make it more_difficult for other e-book platforms to
compete with Amazon by reducing publishers' and competitors' an fincentivesyto develop new
and innovative e-books and alternative distribution services. The clauses may have led to less choice

less innovation and higher prices for@due to less overall competition in the European
fEconomic Area (EEA) in e-book distribution.
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